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BUILDING GLOBAL INNOVATORS
Susta inab le  Ve nture s
Paulo Fria s  & Rica rd o Nune s

PORTUGAL EXPECTS GROWTH IN AQUACULTURE 

PRODUCTION – Marke t, Re source s  and  Le g is la tions  

Aqua Nor  22 Aug ust  



Who a re  we ?

2010 Beginning of MIT Portugal 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation (E&I) 
Initiative

2
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Who a re  we ?

Company incorporated as BGI S.A.2013

2010
Beginning of MIT Portugal 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation (E&I) 
Initiative

2

https://www.bgi.pt/
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Who a re  we ?

Partnership with the European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT)2016

2013

2010

Company incorporated as BGI S.A.

Beginning of MIT Portugal 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation (E&I) 
Initiative

2

https://www.bgi.pt/
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Who a re  we ?

Creation of a collaborative laboraty in 
Idanha-a-Nova2019

2013

2016

2010

Partnership with the European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT)

Company incorporated as BGI S.A.

Beginning of MIT Portugal 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation (E&I) 
Initiative

2

https://www.bgi.pt/
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Who a re  we ?

Coordination of a Recirculating Aquaponics 
Systems 

2013

2016

2010

2019

2021

Company incorporated as BGI S.A.

Beginning of MIT Portugal 
Entrepreneurship and Innovation (E&I) 
Initiative

Creation of a collaborative laboraty in 
Idanha-a-Nova

Partnership with the European Institute of 
Innovation and Technology (EIT)

2

https://www.bgi.pt/
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Who a re  we ?

BGI in  num b e rs

+€ 660M

Cap ita l ra ise d  

+ 335

Sta rtup s acce la ra te d

+ 70%

Surviva l Ra te

2010

2013

2016

2019

2021

2

https://www.bgi.pt/


Blue  Hub  – Infra s t ruc tu re  Ne twork for Blue Econom y

3

“more competitive, more 

cohesive, more inclusive and 

more sustainable”



Fish consum p t ion

Per capita consuption of 
Fishery and Aquaculture 
products (2020)
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Na tiona l orig in  of fishe ry p rod uc ts
So

ur
ce

s:
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560  000  tons
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Evolu t ion of a q ua cu ltu re p rod uc t ion in  Portug a l

Aq
ua

cu
ltu

re
 p

ro
du

ct
io

n 
(t)

Trouts
Shellfish (clams, mussels, oysters, ...)

Sea fish (turbot, seabream, sea bass, ...)

Source: INE/DGRM, 2022
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Stra te g ic  Pla n for Portug ue se  Aq ua cu ltu re  2021-2030

“Increaseand diversify the supplyof productsfrom the national

aquaculture,basedon principlesof sustainability,quality and food

safety, to meet consumptionneeds and contribute to the local

developmentandthepromotionof employment”
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Stra te g ic  Pla n for Portug ue se  Aq ua cu ltu re  2021-2030

A – Facilitating 

Administrative 

Procedures

Reducing the licensing 
process to 90 working 

days
Excluding the periods 
needed to carry out an 
Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA)

B- Facilitate Access to 

Space and Water

1 - The possibility of 
using aquaculture 

production areas in the 
open sea

2 - Reusing areas in 
estuarine and lagoon 

zones currently without 
activity

9
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Stra te g ic  Pla n for Portug ue se  Aq ua cu ltu re  2021-2030

A – Facilitating 

Administrative 

Procedures

Reducing the licensing 
process to 90 working 

days
Excluding the periods 
needed to carry out an 
Environmental Impact 

Assessment (EIA)

C - Strengthening the 

competitiveness of 

Aquaculture

Mar2030 – National 
funds

2 800 hectares
9

B- Facilitate Access to 

Land and Water

Offshore and inactive 
estuarine areas 

identified



Stra te g ic  Pla n for Portug ue se  Aq ua cu ltu re  2021-2030
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Am p liAq ua

Pre-commercialAquaponicfacility

Fundedby:
• EEAGrants

• EITFood

• ResilienceandRecoveryPlan(PRR)– PortugueseNationalFunds

• Fish

• Vegetables

• Microalgae

11



R&D Testing facility 
Fresh water & Salt water lines

Fish production
Fresh & Salt water stage

Am p liAq ua  la you t

12



Ta ke  hom e  m e ssa g e s

13

BGI can help you :

• Find loca tion

• Lice nsing

• Busine ss p lan

• Ap p ly to p ub lic fund s
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Thank you for your attention
For m ore  inform ation contac t  us : g e ra l@b g i.p t

Ricardo Nunes – ricardo.nunes@bgi.pt
Paulo Frias – paulo.frias@food4sustainability.org

@buildingglobalinnovators

@bgiaccelerator

@bgiaccelerator

@BGI-Building Global Innovators

Scan the QR Code 
to download the 
presentation.

https://www.facebook.com/buildingglobalinnovators
https://www.instagram.com/bgiaccelerator/
https://twitter.com/bgiaccelerator
https://www.linkedin.com/company/building-global-innovators
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